
EPIPHANY

Catholic Traditions

usually celebrated on the first Sunday after January 1. The Epiphany is 
the 12th day after Christmas and ends the Christmas season. In many 
countries this celebration is a holy day of obligation, so we are 
required to attend mass.

The word epiphany means "appearance" or "manifestation". On this day
we celebrate Christ's appearance as a baby to the adorning wise men, 
or magi. In the gospel of Matthew we hear about Melchior, Caspar, and 
Balthazar, the three wise men, who were told of Christ's birth and 
followed the star to find him. They traveled to Bethlehem bringing with 
them gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. These precious gifts show 
that they know they were visiting the savior of the world, Jesus Christ.

HISTORY The Catholic church celebrates Epiphany on 
January 6, however in the United States it 

TRADITIONS
The Epiphany of Jesus is 
celebrated in many different ways, 
but in Spain the holiday is almost as 
big as Christmas day. Many families 
celebrate with a ring shaped cake 
and by attending parades that 
honor holiness of the day. Children 
sometimes leave their shoes on a 
windowsill, along with some treats 
for the camels, in hopes that the 
wise men will stop by their house. 
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Name ________________________________  Date ________

Directions: Circle the best choice for each question.

1.) The Epiphany is celebrated on ________ 
each year.

a. December 25
b. January 6
c. January 1
d. February 14

2.) In which Gospel do we learn about 
the three wise men?

a. Matthew
b. Mark
c. Luke
d. John

Directions: Read each statement and determine if it is true or false.  Write T 
or F on the line.

3.) The three wise men brought Jesus gifts of gold, silver, and myrrh. ______

4.) In Spain they celebrate the Epiphany with parades and special cakes. _____

5.) The Epiphany starts the Christmas season each year. ______

_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

EPIPHANY REVIEW

6.) The three wise men brought gifts to baby Jesus. If you could bring baby 
Jesus one gift what would it be and why? Explain below. 

_________________________________________

________________________________________
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the 12th day after Christmas and ends the Christmas season. In many 
countries this celebration is a holy day of obligation, so we are 
required to attend mass.

The word epiphany means "appearance" or "manifestation". On this day
we celebrate Christ's appearance as a baby to the adorning wise men, 
or magi. In the gospel of Matthew we hear about Melchior, Caspar, and 
Balthazar, the three wise men, who were told of Christ's birth and 
followed the star to find him. They traveled to Bethlehem bringing with 
them gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. These precious gifts show 
that they know they were visiting the savior of the world, Jesus Christ.
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True

False

False

Answers will vary


